
POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS AGENDA 

APRIL 22, 2010 - 7:30 P.M. 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
AWARDS 
 
None 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. PA Human Relations Commission Montgomery County Civil Rights Award Winner:  Olivia 
 Coleman – Mr. Ross/Ms. Ellison 
 
2. Lincoln Elementary School Title I State Achievement Recognition:  Miyana CherieBrant – 
 Mrs. Hoch 
 
3. Data:  Friend or Foe – Franklin and Lincoln Staff 
 
4. Act 93 Board Report – Dr. Robert Stevens 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
1. Letter from Jeremy Ellis:  Value of Calculus – Mr. Krem 
2. Letter from Joel Johnson:  Value of Neighborhood Schools – Mr. Krem 
3. Proposal for Partnership with Cabrini College and Rupert Bulldogs – Mr. Krem 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
1. Approval of the Regular Board meeting held on March 18, 2010  
2. Approval of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on April 8, 2010  
  
LIST OF BILLS – Mrs. Zahora 
  
TREASURER’S REPORT – Mrs. Zahora 
 
HEARING FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
I. Recommendations for Action by the Board 

(Items A to J are consent topics. 
 Items K and M are additional topics for Board consideration.) 
 

CONSENT 
 

A. PERSONNEL – Dr. Sparagana 
  
 1. Resignations/Terminations 
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following 
resignations/terminations: 
 

a. Executive Team 
 

(1) David Krem, District Superintendent, Administration Building,    
resignation effective June 30, 2010, employed since August 13, 
1996. 

 
    b.    Classified  
 

(1)  Jennifer Sanders, Classroom Assistant, Edgewood Elementary 
 School, resignation effective April 1, 2010, employed since 
 October 5, 2009. 

 
(2) Crystal McClure, Student Mentor funded by Project 720, Pottstown 

High School, resignation effective February 24, 2010, employed 
since February 23, 2010. 

 
(3) Rosemarion Bolognese, Classroom Assistant, Pottstown High 

School, resignation for purposes of retirement effective June 16, 
2010, employed since January 8, 2003. 

 
 2.   Leaves 

 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following leaves of 
absence: 

 
a.  Act 93 
 

(1)  Augustus “Bud” Heller, Director of Food Services, Pottstown High 
School, request for intermittent leave of absence covered by the 
Family Medical Leave Act, effective April 20, 2010 through TBD. 
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b.  Classified 
 
(1)  Dale Trieval, Classroom Assistant, Pottstown High School, request 

for leave of absence partially covered by the Family Medical Leave 
Act, effective April 12, 2010 through TBD. 

 
(2)  Steve Trieval, Custodian II, Rupert Elementary School, request for 

intermittent leave of absence partially covered by the Family 
Medical Leave Act, effective April 12, 2010 through TBD. 

 
(3)  William Bitler, PC Hardware Technician, Administration Building, 

request for leave of absence covered by the Family Medical Leave 
Act, effective May 18, 2010 for approximately 8 weeks. 

 
3. Change in Position and/or Salary 
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following changes in 
position and/or salary: 

 
a.  Substitute Teachers 
 

(1) Kristen Beaver, from Extended Per-Diem Substitute to Long-Term 
Substitute, effective March 17, 2010 through TBD, $194/day, 
coverage for Ginger Angelo. 

 
b.  Classified 

 
(1) Carol Bender, in addition to her current position as Cafeteria 

Substitute, will also assume the role of Substitute Cafeteria Proctor, 
$12.63/hour, effective March 16, 2010 through the end of the 2009-
2010 school year, partial coverage for Shirley Schultz. (this is a 
correction of salary from $15.35, previously approved at March 18, 
2010 meeting). 

 
 4. Elections 
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following elections: 
 
a.  Substitute Teachers 
 

(1) Brian Johnson, Per-Diem Substitute Teacher, effective March 15, 
2010, in accordance with Board Policy 3920. He will also assume 
the role of Substitute Classroom Assistant, $13.65/hr, effective 
March 15, 2010. 

  
(2) Lisa Harper, Per-Diem Substitute Teacher, effective March 28, 2010, 

in accordance with Board Policy 3920. She will also assume the role 
of Substitute Classroom Assistant, $13.65/hr, effective March 15, 
2010. 
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(3) Maureen Johnson, Per-Diem Substitute Teacher, effective April 9, 
2010, in accordance with Board Policy 3920. She will also assume 
the role of Substitute Classroom Assistant, $13.65/hr, effective 
April 9, 2010. 

 
(4) Christopher Hetrick, Per-Diem Substitute Teacher, effective 

April 14, 2010, in accordance with Board Policy 3920. He will also 
assume the role of Substitute Classroom Assistant, $13.65/hr, 
effective April 14, 2010. 

 
(5) Violet Sible, Special Substitute Teacher, $100/day, effective April 

13, 2010. She will also assume the role of Substitute Classroom 
Assistant, $13.65/hr, effective April 13, 2010. 

 
b.  Classified 

 
(1) Marianne Croft Gilmore, in addition to her Game Worker position, 

will also assume the role of Student Mentor funded by Project 720, 
Pottstown High School, effective April 6, 2010, $29/hour, 
approximately 20 hours per week, replaces Crystal McClure. 

 
(2) Carol Bender, Cafeteria Substitute for Pottstown School District, 

$10.41/hour, effective April 15, 2010. 
 

                                       c.  Homebound Instruction, 29/hour 
 

(1) LeeAnn McCullough, Pottstown High School, from March 11, 2010 
through April 23, 2010, assignment not to exceed 5  hours per week. 

 
(2) Theresa Dundon, Pottstown High School, continuation of 

homebound instruction from March 15, 2010 through May 14, 2010, 
assignment not to exceed 5 hours per week. 

 
d.  Addition to the 2009-2010 Game Workers List, $10/hour 
  

(1) Laura Christie 
(2) Diane Martz 
(3) Abbey Yeager 
(4) Ryan McGavin 
(5) Mary Ann Lightcap 
(6) Terry Phillips 
(7) Marlon Randall 
(8) Mike Yonas 
(9) Karen Fricke 
(10) Marianne Brownie 
(11) Vanessa Barniak 
(12) David Schaeffer 
(13) Jim Tsakonas 
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 5.  Tuition Reimbursement 
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following tuition 
reimbursement: 
 

a. Professional Staff 
 

 
 

FIRST NAME LAST NAME SCHOOL 3/31/10 deadline 
Sarah Buruschkin Pottstown High School 1920.00

 
 

 
 
 

Matthew Cohen Franklin Elementary 780.00
Brooke Dunlap-Martin Barth Elementary 1,110.00
Kelly Eroh Edgewood Elementary 1,296.00
Benjamin Hayes Pottstown Middle School 1,260.00
Kari Kindig Lincoln Elementary 940.00

 Kristen Lafferty Lincoln Elementary 1,071.00
 
 
 
 

James Martinez Pottstown High School 380.00
Mary Palladino Pottstown Middle School 940.00
Ryan Regensburg Pottstown Middle School 1,296.00
Desiree Schwoyer Pottstown Middle School 1,275.00

 Jaime Stringer Barth Elementary 1,110.00
 Kimberly Valentine Barth Elementary 1,215.00
 Julie Voelker Pottstown Middle School 2,016.00
 Erin Wydrzynski Franklin Elementary 1,110.00
 
 
B. PROFESSIONAL LEAVES – Dr. Lindley 
 
  The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following professional leaves: 

 
Building First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Conference Title Conference Location Dates to 

Attend 
Cost 

 
Admin. Mary Rieck Pre-K Counts State-Wide 

Meeting 
State College, PA 5/5/10 – 

5/7/10 
Approx. $405.00 
paid from Pre-K 
Counts grant 

Admin. Emily Baddeley PATHS Conference Harrisburg, PA 5/13/10 – 
5/14/10 

Approx. $573.00 
paid from Health & 
Wellness grant 

Middle Diane Halpine 2010 PSSA Committee 
Meetings (Reading) 

Harrisburg, PA 5/24/10 –  
5/25/10 

Approx. $100.000 
cost of sub to 
district. All other 
expenses paid by 
PDE. 
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C. CONTRACTS – Mrs. Adams 

 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following contracts: 

 
1. The Devereux Foundation – EXHIBIT 1 
2. Wordsworth – EXHIBIT 2  
3. Camphill Special School – EXHIBIT 3 
4. Camphill Special School – EXHIBIT 4 
5. Camphill Special School – EXHIBIT 5 
6. Camphill Special School – EXHIBIT 6 
7. Camphill Special School – EXHIBIT 7 

 
D.        REVISED 2009-2010 CALENDAR – Mrs. Adams – EXHIBIT 8 

 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the revised 2009-2010 calendar as listed on 
Exhibit 8. 

 
E.        2010-2011 SCHOOL CALENDAR – Mrs. Adams – EXHIBIT 9 

 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the 2010-2011 school calendar, as listed on 
Exhibit 9. 

 
F.        SCHOOL EMPLOYEE PENSION REFORM RESOLUTION – Mrs. Adams – EXHIBIT 10  

 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the School Employee Pension Reform  

            Resolution, as listed on Exhibit 10. 
 
G.   2008-2009 SCHOOL DISTRICT AUDIT – Mrs. Adams 
 
 The Superintendent recommends the Board acknowledge the school district Audit   
 Report  for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, as prepared by Maillie, Falconiero,   
 and Company. 
 
H. 21ST CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER GRANT CONTRACT AMENDMENT 
 AGREEMENT – Mrs. Adams – EXHIBIT 11 
 
 The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the 21st Century contract amendment  
 agreement, as listed in Exhibit 11. 
 
I. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOR 
 POTTSTOWN – Mrs. Adams – EXHIBIT 12 
 
 The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Memorandum of Understanding for 
 Economic Development for Pottstown with ULI, as listed in Exhibit 12. 
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J. BID AWARDS 
 
 The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following bid awards: 
 
  1. Fall Sports Athletic Equipment & Supplies – EXHIBIT 13 
  2. Physical Education Equipment & Supplies – EXHIBIT 14 
 
NON-CONSENT 
 
K. DRIVER SAFETY MOTION – Mrs. Harris 
 
 Ms. Harris recommends the Board approve a motion directing the administration to add driver and 
 passenger safety instruction to the curriculum for all grades in 2010-2011, as listed below: 
 
 Over the course of just a few months, our district as well as neighboring ones, has experienced 
 repeated devastation resulting from deaths of our students involved in vehicle accidents.  Much 
 research has been conducted and legislation is on the table, even as we speak to bring about much 
 needed changes surrounding teen driving.  As such, I move that this Board of Directors grant the 
 district administration the go ahead to formally incorporate driver and passenger safety instruction 
 into the 2010-2011 curriculum for all grade levels at the start of the upcoming school year. 
  
HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS (limited to Item K only) 
 
Ms. Harris recommends the Board approve the motion directing the administration to add driver 
and passenger safety instruction to the curriculum for all grades in 2010-2011. 
 
L. MOTION TO HIRE INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT – Mr. Hylton 
 
 Mr. Hylton recommends the Board approve a motion to hire an interim Superintendent to begin 
 July 1, 2010 for a period not to exceed one year. 
 
HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS (limited to Item L only) 
 
Mr. Hylton recommends the Board approve the motion to hire an interim Superintendent to begin July 1, 
2010 for a period not to exceed one year. 
 
M. MOTION TO IDENTIFY ADDITIONAL SPENDING CUTS – Mr. Hylton 
 
 Mr. Hylton recommends the Board approve a motion to direct the administration to identify 
 potential additional spending cuts as follows: 
 
 The Pottstown School District administration has proposed $1,862,712 in budget cuts for the  
 2010-2011 school year, known as Option 8.  Option 8 envisions an increase in real estate taxes to 

generate an additional $1,136,662 in local tax revenue to balance the proposed 2010-2011 school 
budget.  I move that the Pottstown School Board direct the administration to identify an additional 
$1,136,662 in potential spending cuts for the 2010-2011 school year, through a reduction in 
personnel, for a total of $3 million in spending cuts, to be identified as Option 9.  The additional 
spending cuts for Option 9 shall not include any reductions in classroom teachers beyond those 
identified in Option 8. 
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HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS (limited to Item M only) 
 
Mr. Hylton recommends the Board approve the motion directing the administration to identify potential 
additional spending cuts. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
1. Policy 5900:  Interscholastic Athletics and Co-Curricular Activities for Pottstown  High School 
 and Pottstown Middle School – Dr. Lindley 
2. Policy 5910:  Co-Curricular Awards and Recognition for Co-Curricular Participation – Dr. Lindley  
3. Policy 201: Admission of Students, 2nd Reading - EXHIBIT 15 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
INFORMATION 
 
1. PSBA Guidelines for Submitting Items for 2011 Legislative Platform – Mrs. Adams 
2. Fox Rothschild Lunch & Learn Series: May 7th – “The Great Recession & Its Effect on the Public 
 School Workforce” 
3. Monthly Meeting Schedule:  May 2010 – Mrs. Adams 
4. Technology Update:  March 2010 – Mrs. Wolfe 
5. Third Marking Period Honor Roll Comparison – Mr. Krem 
6. PEAK Update:  April 2010 – Mrs. Rieck 
7. Pottstown Pride:  Winter 2009-2010 – Mr. Armato 
8. Website Report:  March 2010 – Ms. Schade 

 
FEDERATION REMARKS 
 
ROUND TABLE 
      
ADJOURNMENT  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF PERSONNEL 
 
 


